
 

One of the Boardôs goals 

for 2009 is to increase 

communication with our 

members.   

 

So, enjoy this first issue of 

our newsletter.  We plan to 

send this out monthly, pro-

viding updates on CIS 

events, programs and par-

ticipation in the commu-

nity. 

We are also focused on 

growing our membership.  

To do that, weôd first like 

your thoughts on the Soci-

ety.  Please take the time to 

fill out our survey.   

You can complete the sur-

vey in this mailing, or you 

can complete it online at: 

http://go2.vg/7B94i  

Lastly, if you have any 

concerns or information 

youôd like to share, please 

donôt hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

Regards, 

Kelley 

**************** 

Kelley Lynn Kassa 

President 

Email: 

KLKassa@yahoo.com  

Give us Your Opinion! 

Charitable Irish Society  

Silver Key Nominations 

Weôre starting to plan the 

Societyôs 2009 Silver Key 

Award Reception.   

In recognition of the Soci-

etyôs mission, the Silver 

Key Award is conferred 

upon individuals who have 

demonstrated outstanding 

dedication in helping new 

immigrants.   

The Silver Key event is our 

primary fundraiser for our 

Silver Key fund.  This fund 

is used to support those in 

need who turn to the Soci-

ety.   

Do you know someone 

who deserves the Silver 

Key Award?   

Contact Keeper of the  Sil-

ver Key, Sandra Moody at:  

SandraLMoody 
@yahoo.com 
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We Need Your 

Email! 

Paper mailings cost the 

CIS an average of  $125 

per mailing.   

Help us reduce our costs 

and become more 

ògreen.ó  Send us your 

current email address 

today! 

Youõll receive future 

newsletters and other 

mailings online. 

Send email address to: 

 neilhurley@aol.com 
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Our mailing address is:  

Charitable Irish Society 

John J. Burns Library 

Boston College 

140 Commonwealth Ave 

Chestnut Hill, MA 0247-
3801 

On Thursday evening, May 

7, at the Eire Society of 

Bostonôs Annual Dinner, 

Boston Attorney and past 

Officer of the Charitable 

Irish Society Michael F. 

Donlan and software entre-

preneur John J. Cullinane 

were each the recipients of 

the Eire Societyôs Gold 

Medal.   

Both gentlemen were hon-

ored because of their pur-

suit of peace in Northern 

Ireland through economic 

development. 

The event was held at the 

Omni Parker House Roof 

and featured a silent auc-

tion.  The action offered 

the book ñIrish Libraries,ò 

by Robert K. OôNeill, 

past president of the Eire 

Society and current vice 

president of the Charita-

ble Irish Society.  Silver 

Key recipients John and 

Maureen Connolly do-

nated paintings from their 

Aisling Gallery for auction.  

Betty Mahoney and Chris 

Doyleôs live Doh-Rah Jazz 

Collaborative from the 

Berklee School of Music 

entertained the 170+ 

guests.  

ð Margaret Flagg,      

Director, Board Secretary 

donôt raise money for the 

organization. 

We rely on your dues pay-

ment!  If you havenôt 

mailed them in yet, please 

do so.   

Annual dues is $50 per 

person. 

Membership dues pay for 

our ongoing expenses.   

 

Our Silver Key event raises 

money for the Silver Key 

fund and our Presidentôs 

Reception and St. Patrickôs 

Dinner cover expenses, but 

Is Your Check in the Mail? 

Society member Ann   

OôMalley also attended the 

event. 

The Pastoral Centre, which is 

celebrating its 22nd year, hon-

ored Denis Moynihan and 

Connell and Siobhan         

Gallagher.  

Denis, a native of Cork, was 

recognized for his work visiting 

Irish detainees in U.S. prisons 

awaiting deportation.  Denis 

has been visiting prisoners 

since 1996.  

Also honored were Connell 

and Siobhan Gallagher,    

publishers of the Irish Emi-

grant.  Connell and Siobhan 

have developed the Irish Emi-

grant into a vital resource for 

the Irish community, providing 

news from both home and here. 

The Society wishes to con-

gratulate Denis Moynihan and 

Connell and Siobhan          

Gallagher. 

 

May is proving to be a busy 

month on the Boston-Irish cal-

endar!   

The Irish Pastoral Centre held 

their Annual Fundraising Ban-

quet on May 8 at Florian Hall 

in Dorchester.   

According to Society member 

and Silver Key recipient (and 

man about town) Neil Hurley 

and Board member Gobnait 

Conneely, the event was an 

enjoyable evening.   Board 

member John Rattigan and 

Irish Pastoral Centre Dinner Recap 

Eire Society Dinner Recap  
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We have some 

ñtraditionalò and new 

Society events planned 

for May and June.   

In addition to Society 

events, our members of-

ten attend events put on 

by other organizations.   

We hope you can join us 

at some of these events! 

Memorial Day 

Commemoration  

ð Friday, May 22, 

2009 

At 12 noon Society 

members will gather for 

our annual wreath-laying 

ceremony at the grave of 

William Hall, the first 

recorded President of the 

Society, in the Old Gran-

ary Burial Ground on 

Tremont Street in Bos-

ton.  Join members for a 

casual lunch afterwards.  

For more information, 

contact John Rattigan at: 

jrattigan@iicenter.org 

Society Summer 

Picnic, June, TBD 

In early June the Society 

will be hosting a summer 

picnic at Boston College.  

Join us for a casual eve-

ning of barbeque and 

cocktails.  Reconnect 

with members and enjoy 

the onset of summer. 

IIC Solas Awards, 

Honoring President 

McAleese ð 

Wednesday, May 

27, 2009 

Society members will 

have several tables at 

this exciting event spon-

sored by the Irish Immi-

gration Center.  Contact 

John Rattigan at: jratti-

gan@iicenter.org or 

Gobnait Conneely at: 

gconneely@iicenter.org 

for tickets. 

Wed. June 10, 2009  

Wed. July 8, 2009 

Wed. Aug. 12, 2009 

Wed. Sept. 9, 2009 

Wed. Oct.14, 2009 

Wed. Nov. 11, 2009 

Wed. Dec. 9, 2009 

Wednesday of each 

month. 

 

If you would like to be 

notified of confirmed 

meetings and/or schedule 

changes, please contact 

Margaret Flagg at: 

flaggm@bc.edu 

 

 

All Board of Directorsô 

meetings are open to the 

membership.  Weôd love 

to have you join us and 

take an active role in the 

Society. 

 

Here is a tentative sched-

ule of meetings for 2009.  

Most meetings take 

place at Boston College, 

at 5:30pm, on the second 

Board Meetings 

Upcoming Events 
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